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On Travel is an exhibition and book project by Rémy Markowitsch documenting
the outcome of his expeditions into the inner sanctum of books on travel and
photography on Africa, China and South America. 

The core of the exhibition consists of a complex installation in which
Markowitsch contrasts portraits from Claude Lévi-Strauss’s “Tristes Tropiques”
with images of swampy tropical terrain, and, borrowing from Nigel Barley’s “The
Innocent Anthropologist: Notes from a Mud Hut” (1997), combines them with a
walk-in model, a type of modernistic primeval hut (“Barley”)*. The multilayered
picture quotations are underlined acoustically by a compilation of Markowitsch’s
travels through the tropical literature, with a spectrum extending from Robert
Müller’s “Tropen” (1915) to Claude Lévi-Strauss’s “Tristes Tropiques” (1955) and
Johannes Fabian’s “Out of our Minds: Reason and Madness in the Exploration of
Central Africa” (2001). In his photographic transilluminations of select pages of
pictures and quotations from literary and scientific travelogues Markowitsch
casts a new light on collections of tropical and alpine pictorial worlds. He playful-
ly deconstructs the white traveller’s perspective and his encounters with “the
foreign”, and turns it a theme, re-organising, re-situating the context and re-
plotting the topos of the tropics.

*Barley: In collaboration with Philipp von Matt:, Arcitect, Berlin  www.phvm.com

Publication:

On Travel
Edited by Markus Stegmann, Museum zu Allerheiligen Schaffhausen, 
Kunstverein Schaffhausen, Switzerland.
A picture book with quotations from literary and scientific sources.
German and English edition. 130 pages ills. in colour. Hard cover. 17,5 x 28 cm.
ISBN 3-936711-31-3
Verlag für moderne Kunst Nürnberg

© by Rémy Markowitsch, Berlin und Luzern, 2004

www.markowitsch.org
On Travel  001Rémy Markowitsch (2004)
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 220 x 160 cm



BARLEY (Kunstverein Schaffhausen, 2004) Foto: Jürg Fausch, Schaffhausen

Rémy Markowitsch in collaboration with Philipp von Matt, Arcitect, Berlin  www.phvm.com
Installation: Wood material, paint, beer bottle, book, chicken claws. 226 x226x306 cm. 



BARLEY (Kunstverein Schaffhausen, 2004) Foto: Jürg Fausch, Schaffhausen

Rémy Markowitsch in collaboration with Philipp von Matt, Arcitect, Berlin  www.phvm.com
Installation: Wood material, paint, beer bottle, book, chicken claws. 226 x226x306 cm. 



BARLEY (ON TRAVEL Rémy Markowitsch, Kunstverein Schaffhausen, 2004) 
Foto: Jürg Fausch, Schaffhausen
Installation: Book (Nigel Barley’s “The Innocent Anthropologist: Notes from a Mud Hut”), chicken claws.
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© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004
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© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004
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© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004
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© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004
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© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004
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© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004



On Travel: « Tristes Tropiques » Rémy Markowitsch (20/2004)
© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004
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RC print, acrylic glass, wood 170 x 220 cm



On Travel  060 Rémy Markowitsch (2004) 
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 170 x 220 cm



On Travel 046 Rémy Markowitsch(2004)
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 160 x 240 cm



On Travel  017 Rémy Markowitsch (2004)
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 160 x 240 cm



On Travel 067 Rémy Markowitsch (2004)
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 170 x 220 cm



On Travel 110  Rémy Markowitsch (2004)
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 178 x 220 cm



On Travel 127 Rémy Markowitsch (2001)
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 140 x 200 cm



On Travel  066 Rémy Markowitsch (2003) 
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 160 x 220 cm



On Travel 127 Rémy Markowitsch (2002)
RC print, acrylic glass, wood 170 x 220 cm
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RC print, acrylic glass, wood 160 x 300 cm
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Installation view, Museum zu Allerheiligen, Kunstverein Schaffhausen, 2004. Interior view, detail: ceiling
perforation (inspired by face paintings on photographs in: Lévi-Strauss, Claude, “Traurige Tropen). 

Photo: Jürg Fausch
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On Travel , 1998–2004
Series. RC print, acrylic glass, wood. 178x178 cm/218x160-180 cm /160x240-300 cm.
 

On Travel : « Tr is tes  Tropiques » 01-20, 2004 
Series. RC print, glass, wood. 87x67 cm.
© for the photographs in «Tristes Tropiques» Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1955/2004
By kind permission of the author and the publishers Editions Plon, Paris

Bar ley, 2004
Rémy Markowitsch in co-operation with Philipp von Matt, architect, Berlin, www.phvm.com 
Installation. Wood material, paint, beer bottle, book, chicken claws. 226x226x306 cm. 
Craftsmanship by: Schmid & Vollenweider, cabinetmakers, Lucerne
Chicken claws: mount prepared by Marcel Nyffenegger, www.praeparator.ch




